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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 18560 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, IT, UR, US, UK 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN NPT OBSERVATIONS 

REFS: A. STATE 304229; B. MOSCOW 14368 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY. THE SOVIETS HAVE DECIDED NOT TO CIRCULATE 
THE ITALIAN OBSERVATION ON THE NPT, AND HAVE IN MIND NO 
FURTHER ACTION OTHER THAN ORALLY INFORMING US, THE UK, AND 
ITALY OF THEIR DECISION. END SUMMARY. 

2. VAVILOV IN MFA'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT 
CALLED EMBOFF DECEMBER 30 (BEFORE RECEIPT OF REF A) TO 
ARRANGE APPOINTMENT TO DISCUSS THE ITALIAN OBSERVATION 
QUESTION. DURING MEETING DECEMBER 31, VAVILOV READ FOLLOWING 
ORAL STATEMENT: 

BEGIN TEXT 

WE REGARD THE ITALIAN OBSERVATION AS CONTRARY TO THE 
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STATEMENT OF THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT INSIST ON CIRCULATION OF THE OBSERVATION, 
THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT DOES NOT INTEND TO DO SO. 

END TEXT. 

3. VAVILOV SAID THAT THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR'S STATEMENT 
HAD BEEN MADE "PRIVATELY" DURING HIS PRESENTATION 

OF CREDENTIALS (WHICH WE NOTE WAS OCTOBER 8). VAVILOV 
STATED THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WILL INFORM THE 
BRITISH AND THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTS OF ITS DECISION, 

(WE ASSUME ORALLY, AS WE WERE INFORMED), BUT WILL TAKE 
NO FURTHER ACTION. VAVILOV VOLUNTEERED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
WAS OF THE OPINION THAT BEGINNING ANY FURTHER 
EXCHANGE OF PAPERS ON THE ISSUE MIGHT REAWAKEN THE 
CONTROVERSY OVER THE MATTER BY BRINGING IT TO THE 
ATTENTION OF GOVERNMENTS WHO WERE NOT AWARE OF THE 
ITALIAN POSITION. WHEN EMBOFF PROTESTED THAT THE 
ITALIAN POSITION WAS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD, VAVILOV 
REPLIED THAT " MANY PROBABLY HAVE NOT NOTICED IT.” 

4. COMMENT: ON THE SAME DAY THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR 
REPORTEDLY SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT DID NOT INSIST ON 
CIRCULATING THE OBSERVATION, THE SOVIETS TOLD US 
(REF B) THAT THE ITALIANS WERE IN FACT INSISTING. THE 
APPARENT ITALIAN CHANGE OF VIEWS MAY HAVE COME ABOUT 
WITH SOME HELP FROM THE SOVIETS. IN ANY CASE, BEING 
ABLE TO REPLY ON THE AMBASSADOR'S STATEMENT ALLOWS THE 
SOVIETS TO JUSTIFY THEIR PREFERENCE NOT TO ENGAGE IN ANY 
FURTHER, POTENTIALLY AWKWARD EXCHANGES ON THE ISSUE. MATLOCK 
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